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A Bible Crossword: Matthew, Part 6
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Across: 1.The gates of Hades would not prevail against it. 3.
What they fall into when the blind lead the blind. 5. Number of
baskets of fragments left over after Jesus fed the 5,000. 7. Fam-
ily name of the Idumeans ruling Palestine. 8. Prophet who spoke
of Israel’s hypocrisy. 11. What the multitudes counted John the
Baptist to be. 12. Jesus started with two of these to feed the
5,000. 13. What does it profit to gain the whole world and lose
this? 14. Jesus started with five of the these to feed the 5,000.
15. What the disciples violated by not washing their hands.
Down: 2. The Canaanite woman said even little dogs eat these
when they fall from the Master’s table. 3. What some of the disci-
ples would not taste before seeing the Son of Man coming in His
kingdom. 4. She was married to Philip before dating his brother.
6. Following man’s doctrines makes this vain. 9. Jesus warned
about his agent of the scribes & Pharisees. 10. What the disciples
thought Jesus was when he came walking on the water.

-All answers can be found in Matthew, Chapters 14-16, NKJV.
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Are You Up For A Fight?

Last Thursday, Carina and I witnessed a petty theft. We were
checking out of a local thrift store when we noticed a bit of
commotion in front of us. A young woman was motioning to
her son, a boy about 5 years old. He was standing near the
door, holding a Thomas the Tank Engine train and vigilantly
shaking his head no, refusing to come to her. The mother
sighed and returned her attention to the check-out lady. When
her order was bagged and ready, she walked over to the door
where the boy was standing. She looked at the toy in her boy’s
hand, and then at the check out lady who had turned her atten-
tion to the next customer. With another sigh, the mother took
the boy in hand and left.

Carina and I were baffled. Rather than have a confrontation
about the toy, the mother surrendered without a fight, and to-
gether, they stole it. Sometimes to be a good parent, we have to
put up a fight. The same is true about being a Christian.

Paul said, “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war ac-
cording to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,
casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God” (2 Corinthians 10:3-5a).

To be a faithful Christian, we have to put up a fight. We have to
take up the whole armor of God (Ephesians 6:13-18) and take a
stand. We have to be ready to give a defense of the hope that is
in us (1 Peter 3:15).
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Are we Christians who stand and fight or are we those who sur-
render to avoid confrontation? If the fight has gone out of us,
the devil has already won.

—RAB

What To Give The Spiritually Hungry

Charles Spurgeon used to tell the story that, during the reign of
Nero, there was a great shortage of food in Rome. There was
plenty of food in Alexandria Egypt, and ships laden with grain
often came from that city. But Nero had ordered the ships to
bring back only sand to be used in the arena. When hungry peo-
ple gathered at the dock to await the shipment, they were mis-
erably disappointed. People needed wheat, not sand. Then one
of the merchants spoke to the shipmaster and said, "Take thou
good heed that thou bring nothing back with thee from Alexan-
dria but wheat; and whereas aforetime thou brought on the ves-
sel a measure or two of sand, bring thou not so much as would
lie upon a penny this time. Bring thou nothing else, I say, but
wheat, for these people are dying, and now we must keep our
vessels for this one business of bringing food to them."

In the religious world of today, sand is being shipped by the
boatload to the spiritually hungry. The sand comes in many
forms. Churches offer such things as recreation programs, fel-
lowship meals, entertainment events, political forums, day care
centers and organized observances of man-made holidays. Ap-
parently the feeling is that people who are lost and dying in sin
can somehow be saved by softball and soccer, pot roast and po-
tato salad, Christmas candy and Easter eggs. Jesus said, "Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word that proceeds
from the mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4).

Nowadays, most people think it odd when they hear of a church
that doesn't offer sand. "Faith-based initiatives" have gained a

lot of acceptance and praise in recent years; but the truth is that
the phrase "faith-based initiative" is nothing more than political
code for churches offering the world every kind of aid except the
one thing that could truly make an eternal difference in people's
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lives -- God's Word.

Churches, politicians and the nation at large have failed to un-
derstand both the mission of the church and the needs of the
lost. In the New Testament, the church at Thessalonica under-
stood both, and they were commended for it. "For from you
the Word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia
and Achaia, but also in every place" (1 Thes. 1:8).

We need to make sure that the church is dedicated to no busi-
ness other than carrying the only food that starving people
need -- the bread of life, the gospel of Jesus Christ. No sand!

At this point, some of us might be feeling smugly self-
righteous. We might be tempted to boast that the church that
we are a part of would never offer sand to the spiritually hun-
gry. "We have no recreation programs or carnal community
outreaches!" Sadly, some who would make such a boast have
no spiritual community outreach either!

While they are not giving the hungry what they do not need,
they are also failing to give them what they do need. There is
little or no attempt being made to take the bread of life to the
starving.

Our mission is not merely to prevent sand from being taken to
the hungry, it is to take bread. Let us load the ships and set
sail! Ask a neighbor to study the Bible with you. Invite friends
to our gospel meetings. Be on the lookout for opportunities to
share God's Word day by day.

-- Steve Klein via, The Eastside Enlightener, Sept. 7, 2008.

Help Wanted!

Love kids? Love the Lord? Come work
where you're appreciated. We have imme-
diate openings for Bible class teachers.




