
"Don't Stop the Plow to Kill a Mouse" 

Gardner S. Hall, Sr. (1906-1978) 
 

This is an old adage. I saw a cartoon, showing two heavy turn-

ing plows, two big mules hitched to each plow. Both teams 

were standing idle while one plowman held up a mouse he 

had killed and the other was looking on with much admira-

tion. 

 

This is a good illustration on the subject of first things first. 

Let the less important things wait for the more important 

things to be done first. I have seen the time when killing a few 

score of rats seemed of just about top priority. It was neces-

sary to save what the plows had made. 

 

The gospel plow has been slowed by the tendency on the part 

of churches to spend "gospel money" on entertainment and 

fancy buildings. Spending thousands for fellowship halls, 

camp grounds, etc., wastes money sorely needed for sowing 

the seed of the kingdom. 

 

But a favorite complaint against us who insist upon close ad-

herence to the Scriptures is that we "major in minors." Or, we 

"make mountains out of molehills." Or, we "stop the plow to 

kill a mouse." "A man who preached and who sprinkled water 

for baptism admitted to me that the Bible teaches that bap-

tism is a burial. But he thought we should just preach to save 
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A Bible Crossword on Genesis, Part 10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Across:  1.  She stole Laban’s household idols.  4. The men 

of Shechem were so they could intermarry with Jacob’s 

family.  8. He wanted to marry Dinah.  9. The total number 

of years Jacob was with Laban.  11. Rachel was buried on 

the way to Ephrath, which later became this city of David.  

14. Esau and Jacob buried him after his death at the age of 

180. 
 

Down:  2. Jacob built one for himself in Succoth.  3. God 

told Jacob to return here and build an altar.  5. He sinned 

by laying with Bilhah, his father’s concubine.  6. Rachel 

died after giving birth to him.  7. Jacob’s new name, given 

after a wrestling match.  10.  He came to meet Jacob with 

400 men.  12. Jacob’s wrestling opponent touched him 

here, and the muscle shrank.  13. Esau’s sons became the 

kings of this land. 

-All answers found in Genesis 31-36, NKJV 



souls and not take up valuable time arguing about nonessen-

tials. He thought I was stopping the plow to kill a mouse. That 

is what the brethren who introduced the missionary society 

and instrumental music said. They thought brethren who op-

posed them were wasting time on very insignificant issues. 

 

Now that institutions of human origin have been built to take 

the place of the local church, and churches are engaged in rec-

reation and entertainment, many make it a light matter. They 

do not consider them that important. I hear that some breth-

ren are really opposed to these practices but just do not preach 

on them. Well, I can see no reason for neglecting preaching on 

them except that they do not believe they are serious enough 

to merit their attention and time. 

 

In fact, there is a trend now among many, many preachers to 

neglect "first principles" or opposition to false doctrines. They 

preach sermons, with very few exceptions, that any denomina-

tional preacher would endorse. They preach on moral issues; 

they can become very excited when a vote on alcoholic bever-

ages is coming up. They can preach fine, inspirational ser-

mons. But denominational people would never see the differ-

ences in their errors and the simple New Testament plan. The 

preacher who gets down to the detailed errors of denomina-

tionalism is, to their way of thinking, killing mice. 

 

"O, that is such a small insignificant thing. Stop quarreling 

over non-essentials and join in the fight for the weightier mat-

ters of the gospel!" This is the refuge of all religionists who can 

not produce Scripture for their practices, whether denomina-

tionalists or erring brethren. Even if departures from truth 

seem small, others will inevitably follow. We should be dili-

gent to follow the New Testament in everything. And if we 

once assume an attitude that little errors are not worth bother-

ing with, we are simply preparing ourselves to swallow big er-

rors.  

 

(This article is slightly edited from the 29 July, 1973 Items, 

published by the Corinth Church of Christ, Nick Davis Road, 

Athens, Alabama, where Brother Hall was preaching at the 

time of his death. Ron Halbrook) 

-Truth Magazine XXII: 30, pp. 491-492 August 3, 1978 

 

 

Whodunit? 
by Dave Branon 

 
The word whodunit is actually in the dictionary. It means 
"detective story." The most important whodunit of all time is 
the question of creation.  
 
Some people wish the Bible said, "In the beginning, God was-
n't needed." To them, it's unacceptable to say, "In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and the earth" (Gen. 1:1), or "Let 
Us make man in our image" (v.26).  
 
Instead, they believe that after an explosion of energy and 
matter, some-how an atmosphere conducive to life was 
formed. Then, single-celled organ-isms morphed into the ex-
ceedingly complex life forms we have today.  
 
No need for God, they say, for it all happened naturally. On an 
earth and making, forces with a blueprint designed by no· one 
joined together to place the earth perfectly for life to thrive.  
What we do with "In the beginning God" is at the center of it 
all. We must either believe His Word—and everything His 
Word claims—or we must believe that our meaningless lives 
resulted from an accidental, mindless chain reaction. What a 
stark contrast to "Let' Us make man in Our image"!  
 
In the beginning. Was it God? Or was it chance? Our answer to 
this whodunit reveals whether or not we truly worship the 
awesome God of creation. 

—From Bulletin Fodder 
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